~ things happening at Geedhwe City Holl ~

THAT TIME OF YEAR.... FALLING LEAVES

Soon, you may be clearing your yard of leaves. Please remember that leaves should not be raked onto
the streets or placed in your garbage or recycling bins. Raking leaves onto the street in Minnesota is
illegal and harmful to the environment.

The crunchy red, gold, and brown leaves fluttering to the ground this autumn might not look all that
formidable, but they contain a wallop of nutrients that can hurt Minnesota’s lakes. In a natural setting,
leaves decompose on the ground where they fall and help restock the soil with nutrients and organic
matter. The small amounts of leaves that naturally drop into lakes from surrounding trees don't have
much of an effect.

Storm sewer systems are designed to funnel rain to lakes and rivers, but they also deliver pollution that
gets swept up by stormwater. But when leaves fall on streets, sidewalks, and other hardscapes, they
wash into the stormwater systems and end up in lakes and rivers where the leaves' nutrients feed algae
growth. The algae then decompose and use up oxygen that fish and native plants need. When leaves from
whole cities or neighborhoods wash into a lake, river, or stream through a storm sewer system, the
volume of organic matter can overwhelm that body of water.

2026 ELECTIONS

Reminder - Election day is Tuesday, November 3. Are you registered to vote?

e Registering to vote is easy - Minnesota makes it easy to check your voter registration status,
register to vote, and update your registration at https://www.sos.mn.gov/elections-voting/register-
to-vote.

e Already registered? It's still a good idea to confirm your registration is correct and up to date. You
will need to update your registration if you’ve moved or changed your
name since the last time you voted.

e [fyou plan to vote but have not registered, you can register at your
polling place on Election Day by showing proof of residence. Find out
what you need to register on Election Day at
https://www.sos.mn.gov/elections-voting/register-tovote/register-on-
election-day/.

More election information can be found at the county site using this QR code
or going to their website: https://goodhuecountymn.gov/finance/elections/prepare_to_vote/

POWER OUTAG ES " EITHER XCEL ENERGY OR GOODHUE COUNTY CO-0OP

YOUR POWER COMPANY, TO WHOM YOU PAY YOUR BILL IS WHERE YOU NEED TO CALL WHEN THERE
IS AN ELECTRICAL ISSUE. THEY NEED YOUR ADDRESS AND YOUR ACCOUNT INFORMATION TO
PROPERLY ADDRESS YOUR POWER ISSUE. A SERVICE TICKET NEEDS TO BE DONE BY THE
RESIDENT, NOT THE CITY. PLEASE CONTACT YOUR ELECTRIC SERVICE PROVIDER FOR HELP.
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AuTOo PAYMENT FOR WATER-SEWER-GARBAGE BiLL!

We are now able to accept ACH (auto bank deduction) for your Water-Sewer-Garbage bill from the city
with NO fees! If you are interested in having your account set up for Auto Payment of your Water-Sewer-
Garbage bill, forms are available at City Hall, or on our website. The month we receive your
authorization form, you will be set up for the following month’s bill. Make sure to pay the current
month, so you are not past due on any payments. Also, if you have payment arrangements already set up
using the online portal, make sure to stop that or you will have double payments. Payments are
withdrawn on the 20" of each month.

CHANGE OF COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR
NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER

Due to holidays, there will be 1 City Council meeting each month, November 18th and December 16" @
6:00. Meeting schedule will resume in January 2027.

BRUSH PILE REMINDERS

Goodhue residents are fortunate to have a brush pile located within city limits that is available
exclusively for their use. Recently, however, items that are not allowed have been left there. Only yard
waste may be placed in the brush pile. This includes leaves, twigs, and branches. No other wood items
are permitted. Even if an itemis made of wood—such as furniture or materials from home building or
remodeling—it cannot be disposed of in the brush pile. Dumping non-organic items can result in fines
for the city. Violations like these could lead to the removal of the brush pile completely. Please help
keep the brush pile available for everyone by following these guidelines.

WANT To BE THE FIRST TO RECEIVE NEWS AND UPDATES?

On our website, we often have Alerts posted. If you would like to have these alert
notifications sent to you directly, sign up on our website! Use the QR code here or
directly from our website — cityofgoodhue.gov. On the very top of our home page
in the brown heading, it says - Subscribe to Receive Alerts to Stay
Informed! Here you will have the choice to sign up for News and Alerts via Email
or receive Alerts only via a text message. This page is also where you can
unsubscribe if you are already receiving them.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE OR CiTY HALL ENTRY TO SEE A
SAMPLE 2026 BALLOT



